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Rakugo that Could
Only Be Performed
by a Frenchman
T73VAAD
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his is the 17th year since | COPPIN, born and
raised in Nice, France, hegan his eareer in Japan
In Detaber 2011, while working at the Cultural
Department of the French Embassy in Japan, he made his
déhut s an mateur rakugn performer. He currently performs
once u month at nursing homes, temples, and special cafes
that put on rakugo performeances.
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Rukugo s a traditional form of comic storytelling thas deved-
aped during the Edo period (17-19 centuries). A single per-
former in a kimono sits on a zabutar (a floor pillow) and acts
out conversations between multiple chamcters by changing
his vaice, fanner of speaking and facial expresions. Coppini
starid lesring Jipansse in high sshosl, and while sudying
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However, he realized that it would be difficult 10 train as
an appeentice 0 a professional rakugo performer while hold-
ing down a job. 1t was then that by chance he met the profies-
sional sakugo performer HAYASHIYA Someta, who said 1o
Inim, “Amateurs can do it, 100, And 50, he ws instrueted by
Hayashiya for o took o1 the name "Shiriru Kopiini”

Titten in ke

Ll {h3 &L»’;ﬁ‘b FaogRgc i TANLT

X’U,MLA: L EER rmi Ch. thnLs.
s S

(*3.3 &) EEbhhE L,
'!T‘(Aqé*f ﬂJ'GF“#%Qin Uiz, Afi#%

ety

When introducing himself on stsge, he expla
finent Japanese by saying, **Shiri-ru’ means *shiri ga nagare-
ru (Mlowing from the bum).’ Kopii combines the Japanese
word “fukusha' {copy), and “ni* — the keofi for the number
greeted by roars of laughter from the crowd,
are typically tear jerking emotional dramas, or
enteraining ghost stotics, but Coppini is mare skilled in the
comedic lunn ot
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For his latest performance “Hocoming an Apprentice” —

h centers around a Japanese susii chef and his Fre
apprentice — Coppini has come up with
to him. The exchanges between the
i the appreniice, who mixes up eecently leamed comgley
Japanese vocabulary with insppropriate slang, elicits bursts of
g from the audicnce
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To bring the joy of rakigo t a wider audience, Copgini
also et as

or and coordinator. In Francs, in
longside SANYLUITEI Ryuraku
v European counties such as
y where e performs in the local
langusge — ot the professional rakugo artist's request. The
following year ke nis held performances in Switzerliad and
Helgium - both French-speaking countzies,
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“For thess past te

cors I've bocn introducing French cul-
gz 10 the Japanese, but now it's high time [ do the reverse.”
says Coppini. While katuki arel nah plays have alteady been
iniroduced o France and a Japness anime und cosplay sub-
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culture exists, “rakigo, o trditional
ﬂ'l theatrical performance which sits

W between these things
fenown,” cxplains Cuppini,
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Coppini says that he is going 1o continue bis
ur rakingo performer, While work

t an agency

that aims 10 promete cultural exchanges between France and
Japan. he says he wanis to promote raugo in Franee us a
Japanese performing art, Released in France this March, the
rakugn themed manga “Doraku Musaka™ (The Diseiple of
Dovaku), was translated by Coppini, He will be performing
rakiign ak the “Avignon Festival,” the werld's largest 1
cal festival. held in July. Coppini says that his dream is ¢
ratugs becames more papular and pecy
open my arwn rkgn school in Fra
i

want to sty it, 1l

FRETTFa

=) R

It

e

=i

RAAIEETERRY (KPR EREE (KR) /45T 7RR

) RESF (BB~
FEEETT—Y

HARKERRI7PE=aY Iz AT1/3L]

sezamezs or

Le Verbe Fou

95, rue des Infirmieres
84000 AVIGNON

RAKUGO TOKYO EXPRESS ==~

Contes traditionnels
Spectacles en frangais et japonais sous-titré

Mise en Scéne
Sandrine Garbuslia

Du 5 au 27 juillet 2014

Réservations: 04 90852990  www.leverbefou.fr
14 € PleinTarif - 10 €Tarif carte off - Tarif enfants et Cies: 8 €

mmn: RAKUGO OSAKA EXPRESS
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